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“Shi Shu zhi yan” 3$3FH Z 5 (Words of Songs
and Documents) in the Jingzhou Bamboo-slip
Manuscripts: Quotations from “Yu Jie” J4&F
and the Old Text of Shangshu % (Book of
Documents) “Da Yu Mo” K Ji# (Counsels of the
Great Yu)

ZHAO Xiaobin

Jingzhou Museum

Among the bamboo-slip manuscripts unearthed from Tomb No. 46 of the
Chu State at Zaolinpu ZEL#H Paper Mill site in Jingzhou Fij/JI, there is a
category of texts comprising excerpts and compilations from Ski &F (Book of
Songs) and Shu & (Book of Documents) literature. These texts, tentatively
entitled “Shi Shu zhi yan,” are divided into four parts: A, B, C, and D. The
principles of selection are closely related to Mohist thought, and some words
of them also appear in the received Mozi ==f-. The contents of “Shi Shu zhi
yan (Part B)” specifically correspond to the Mohist critique of music (fei yue
JE4¥). This section included more than fifty characters quoted from a text
titled “Yu Jie,” with strikingly similar passages appearing in the received text
of the “Da Yu Mo” within the Old Text of Shangshu. Through comparative
analysis, this article argues that the discovery of “Yu Jie” provides significant
additional evidence confirming that the current received text of “Da Yu Mo” is
indeed a later forgery. Simultaneously, it underscores that the forged Old Text
of Shangshu nevertheless preserves authentic fragments of pre-Qin literature.
Beyond those identified by earlier scholars, this finding suggests considerable
potential for uncovering further such authentic remnants within the forged text.

Keywords: bamboo-slip manuscripts, “Shi Shu zhi yan”, “Yu Jie”, the Old
Text of Shangshu, “Da Yu Mo”
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