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Review on Nation Building and Identity

Formation in Hong Kong

Wu Xiaogang, Liu Dawei

Abstract: National identity, a cornerstone of nation-building, is
recognized as multi-dimensional (cultural, political, etc.) and multi-layered
(diversity in unity) in China. Hong Kong, a paradigmatic case of neoliberal
globalization and an experimental ground for Chinese nation-state building
under One Country, Two Systems,” exemplifies the complex interplay and
tensions within China’s multidimensional and multilayered structure. Hong
Kong people’s evolving identity over the past decades has been intrinsically

linked to the city’s colonial history, the forces of globalization, and the
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rise of China. This review critically analyzes existing scholarship on the
identity of Hong Kong people, revealing significant limitations in theoretical
perspectives, methodological approaches, interdisciplinary integration, and
policy relevance. The literature often fails to adequately contextualize Hong
Kong within shifting global political and economic dynamics, and it pays
insufficient attention to the formation of national identity among compatriots
in Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. Moving forward, future research should
position Hong Kong within the broader framework of Chinese modernization
and the cultivation of a sense of community for the Chinese nation, providing
theoretical support to deepen the one country, two systems practice, advance
cross-strait reunification, and enrich nation-building theory. This review
underscores that national identity is not only essential for healing social
divisions in Hong Kong but also crucial for reconstructing China’s discourse
system and achieving national rejuvenation.

Keywords: National Identity; Nation Building; Diversity in Unity; Hong
Kong; One Country Two Systems
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