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Brushes Gathered, Blossoms Born: Artistic
Endeavours and Social Circles of Lingnan Region’s
Artists in Hong Kong and Macau During the

Resistance War

Li Xinlei

Abstract: From 1941 to 1943, twenty-eight artists the Lingnan region,
each with distinct artistic philosophies, collaborated to complete The Floral
Scroll through painting sessions held successively in Macau, Hong Kong,
Guilin, and Qujiang. The seals they affixed to the scroll, the varying dates
of their signatures, and their respective social networks during the War
of Resistance all attest to its transregional creation and circulation amid
wartime turmoil. Against this backdrop, members of diverse artistic groups-
including the Lingnan School and the Guangdong Chinese Painting Research
Association-transcended sectarian divisions. They leveraged societies based in
Hong Kong and Macau, such as Jieshe and Qingyouhui, to organize creative
gatherings and exhibitions. Benefiting from the unique political environment of
wartime Hong Kong and Macau, these Lingnan professional painters sustained
their livelihoods by selling paintings and teaching, while also engaging in

artistic practices to support relief and rescue efforts. Macao s abundant floral
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resources and the aesthetic preferences of collectors in Hong Kong and Macao
collectively spurred these painters to create Chinese paintings centered on
floral subjects. These scrolls thus served dual purposes: market value and
educational demonstration. Furthermore, the Lingnan artists’ understanding of
and steadfast commitment to the national cultural spirit during their exile in
Hong Kong and Macao profoundly influenced the development of art in these
regions.

Keywords: War of Resistance; Hong Kong and Macao regions; Lingnan

artists; floral painting; artistic innovation
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