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Marital and Family Status and Changing Trends of

the Macao Population

Liang Hong, Li Shien

Abstract: As a micro-society with the integration of Chinese and
Western cultures, the changes in marriage and family in Macao reflect the
transformation characteristics of population and society. Based on the census
data of the Macao Special Administrative Region Government’s Census and
Statistics Bureau in 2011 and 2021, this study systematically analyzed the
current situation and changes of marriage and family in Macao. The study
found that being married is the main marital status among the population
aged 16 and above in Macao. However, from 2011 to 2021, the proportion
of the married population declined, while the proportions of the unmarried
and those separated/divorced increased, and the proportion of widowed/
widowers decreased, with certain gender, age-group, and regional differences.
Meanwhile, the average age at first marriage in Macao has been postponed
to 30 years old. The trend of household miniaturization in Macao is obvious,
with the average household size being less than three people. Moreover, the
family model of co-residence among relatives has shown a resurgence. In
terms of family economic conditions, the average number of employed people
per household in Macao has decreased, but the monthly household income
level has increased significantly. This study provides a data basis for Macao
to optimize its population policy and promote coordinated development in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

Keywords: Marital Status; Average Age at First Marriage; Family

Structure; Population Census
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