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The 1992 SEF-ARATS Hong Kong Talks from the
Perspective of Hong Kong’s Chinese-Language

Press

Rui Junyu, Tang Lin

Abstract: Drawing primarily on Hong Kong’s Chinese-language press
and triangulating with SEF-ARATS materials and exchanged correspondence,
this study offers a fine-grained reconstruction of the background, process, and
outcomes of the 1992 Hong Kong talks. The core significance of the talks
lay in converting the proposition that a “political position must be stated”
while “political implications need not be discussed” into an operational,
mutually executable procedure—namely, confirming adherence to the One-
China principle through respective verbal statements. This proceduralization
created the conditions for subsequent functional consultations and the Koo—
Wang talks. Meanwhile, on the eve of Hong Kong’s return to the motherland,
a highly pluralistic press ecosystem in Hong Kong—across outlets with
differing orientations—pursued sustained coverage of wording, authorization,
and procedural minutiae, presenting the talks in a third-locale public sphere
as competitive yet non-ruptural, with divergences managed incrementally. In
this sense, Hong Kong functioned not only as the venue of the talks but also
as a communicative hub where cross-strait policy lexicon and public sentiment

intersected; its “third-locale” status shaped a distinctive mediating role.
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