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Research on the Solidification Trend of Regional
Talent Gaps and the Breakthrough Paths in the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area

Huang Ling

Abstract: The Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area
(GBA) is one of China’s key talent hubs, yet significant disparities in talent
conditions exist across it’s cities. An analysis of the number of people with a
university education, R&D personnel, and invention patents, as well as their
per 10,000 population levels in 2010, 2015 and 2020 shows that although
talent indicators have generally grown rapidly across the GBA, inter-city
disparities have remained largely unmitigated, exhibiting a stable gradient of

differentiation, slow spatial evolution, and largely stable spatial correlations.
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This indicates a trend of solidified regional talent gaps. The phenomenon is
primarily driven by uneven regional economic and social development, limited
spillover effects from central cities to surrounding areas, intensified inter-
city homogeneous competition in talent policies, and unresolved institutional
and systemic barriers to coordinated talent development between Hong Kong,
Macao, and mainland China. To address the solidification of talent disparities,
it is necessary to base strategies on the GBA development plan, construct
a “goose flock™ talent layout, promote orderly and efficient talent flows,
advance regional talent integration, and provide institutional support for Hong
Kong and Macao to collaboratively play a “leading goose” role alongside
Guangzhou and Shenzhen, thereby enhancing the GBA’s talent hub capacity
and promoting high-quality regional integrated development.

Keywords: Talent; Regional disparity consolidation; Regional talent

integration; Talent “goose flock”™ pattern
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