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The Lam Woo family: A Representative Canton-
Hong Kong Construction Merchant and Its Cross-

Regional Practices
Huang Sujuan

Abstract: This article examines the construction and building activities
of the Lam Woo family, a prominent group of construction merchants
with ties to Guangzhou and Hong Kong, within the broader context of
underlying political, economic, and social networks. By integrating diverse

social networks—including those of the church, merchants from Siyi (the
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Four Counties) and Xiangshan (now Zhongshan) in Hong Kong, and the
Tongmenghui (Chinese United League) —Lam Woo laid a crucial foundation
for the family’s construction business to expand in scale and develop across
regions. During this process, the Lam Wu family’s financial support for Sun
Yat-sen’s political regime not only created conditions for Lam Yat-man’s
career advancement but also provided key political backing and business
opportunities for the reclamation project of the Mibu Waterfront (Mibu
Shuitan) in Guangzhou. From the late 1920s to the early 1930s, the Lam
Construction Co., founded by Lam Kau-mau and his sons, further undertook
pivotal inner-port construction projects as part of Guangzhou’s municipal
development initiatives. In the social network layout and cross-regional
business practices of the Lam Woo family, the distinctive feature of modern
merchants’ transformation—where “technology-driven” and “traditional
bonds” are intertwined and mutually dependent—has been fully and vividly
demonstrated.

Keywords: Lam Woo; Lam Yat-man; social network; government-

business relations
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