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“A people without the knowledge of their past history, origin, and culture is like a tree without
roots.”

Today is May 4. It has become famous for being "Star Wars Day’, but it is a more significant
anniversary. In fact, this year it is a centenary!

On May 4 in 1919, university students in Beijing protested the outcome of the Versailles Treaty for
China. In WWI, China had joined the allied powers to fight against Germany. China hoped to
recover the Shandong peninsula, which was under German administration. Instead, the Versailles
Treaty gave Shandong to Japan. The students saw this as a humiliating capitulation by China.
Thousands marched in protest.

May 4 was a turning point for China. The youth and intellectuals rejected feudal traditions and
traditional thinking. They agitated and mobilised for a revived China, a new era. May 4 stoked an
age of ambition and patriotism, and the determination that China must never again be humiliated
on the world stage.

This article is from 2015, but it gives a good overview of how the May 4 movement began, and
how it shaped the China of today. Well worth the read! — LHL
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