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| first met the author, Chu Lee Ming in 2010 when
we were both approached by the Kowloon Canton
Railway Corporation (KCRC) to assist them
by loaning items from our respective Chinese
railway history collections for display in a planned
exhibition commemorating their 100th Anniversary
of the Railway’s Opening.

“Grimble Chu” as he was known to his western
contacts, had for a number of years specialized
in collecting antiquarian photos with particular
emphasis on railway stations and scenes along
China’s early railways. |, on the other hand, had
in 2010 spent some 25 years researching and
collecting a wide range of pre-1949 “Liberation”
Chinese railway ephemera with a particular
interest in locomotives, rolling stock, engineering
aspects, traffic operations and the personnel who
surveyed, built and operated these early lines.

The anniversary exhibition was held for one
month (9th October — 8th November 2010) at
the Hong Kong Heritage Museum in Sha Tin. A
special commemorative 32-page booklet was
also produced for this event which outlined
not only the history of the Kowloon-Guangzhou
railway but also the very beginnings of China’s
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railway development from 1876. A number of
photographs and illustrations in this publication
were reproduced from our collections.

The history of the KCR has in the past received
comparatively little attention from Hong Kong
history writers with the only significant book
being a history of the “British Section” of the KCR
by Robert J. Philipps, published by the Hong
Kong Urban Council in 1990. This new book by
Grimble provides a much-welcomed addition
to the KCR history record with its wide array of
photographs illustrating the stations and the train
passengers who resided in the remote locations
the railway passed through. Before the advent
of today’s high-speed rail lines and extensive
subway networks, the local populace very much
depended on this line for daily commuting and
periodic needs to visit the business hearts of
Hong Kong or Guangzhou. Grimble’s photo
ensemble captures the essence of this period of
railway history admirably.

Peter A. Crush
May 2026

( Peter Crush is a noted historian and voluntary museum
adviser on early Chinese railway history.)
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