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night l_ong, 1n 'Mﬂm City of the southeastern Tibet, sudden physwal dlscomfort nearly led me to alter

.:Emy route and along Xlnjlang s Yisai Pastoral Road, which links Yining County to the herders’ seasonal

path toward Sayram Lake ‘we were time and-again stranded by vehicle breakdowns, harsh road surfaces

--_' an grue'hng driving conditions. Compounding our plight, the journey was mostly beyond the reach of

any ‘c‘ellular 31gnal' consuming nearly twelve hours to conquer a mere hundred kilometers of extreme
passage Though set against breathtaking VlStaS these moments were often overshadowed by harsh natural
conditions. Such hardships run far too deep t.o be put into words for anyone who has not experienced them
firsthand.

After completmg my epic ‘Long March’, my fascination with Xinjiang remained undiminished. Three
months 1ate1 I embarked on another journey, traveling through Xinjiang, Tibet, Qinghai, Gansu, Sichuan,
and Shaanxi. One stretch of my journey took me across the desolate vastness of Lop Nur along Provincial
Highway S235 — the Hami—Ruoqiang Highway, the only passable route through this remote wilderness.
Along the entire stretch, we need to strictly abide by regulations at all military oheckpoints, and vehicles
were p-rohibited from leaving the designated roadway at any-time, which turned out to be a special
experience for me. Having previously maintained perfect composure while conf_ronting altitude sickness
in Ngari Prefecture, where elevations average over 4,500 meters, I was nonetheless tested by the dramatic
climb-from Minfeng in Xinjiang to Gaize in Tibet. Here, the altitude soared precipitously from just above
1,000 meters to nearly 5,000 meters within a mere hundred Kilometers. Crossmg the Kunlun Momﬁns
;and travers1ng4the-lQ1angtang .No—Man S- Land the drgstlc elevatlon change t00k a tollh on me. Natlonal
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About the Author

Mr. Yu Lap Tang is the founder of Hantec Group and the chairman of
Association Suisse des Commercantsd’ Orignine Chinoise. A financier,
entrepreneur, and collector by profession, his passion for travel has also made
him an avid traveler, author, and photographer.

He founded Hantec Group in 1990. Beyond his business pursuits, Mr. Tang is
a prolific writer who regularly publishes travel essays and personal reflections
on his website. He has released 22 books and 3 photography books, and
distributed in cities worldwide. Having visited 151 countries and territories,
he documents memorable moments from his journeys through photography,
sharing his unique perspective with fellow enthusiasts. Mr. Tang has published
three photography books and staged more than 30 solo exhibitions in over 20

cities across five continents, earning widespread recognition.
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The No.5 Boundary Stone of the Great Qing Qinzhou Border stands beneath the Beilun River Bridge next to Dongxing Port

in Dongxing City, Guangxi. It is 1.7 meters in height, 0.7 meters in width and 0.4 meters in thickness. Erected in the 16th

year of the Guangxu reign of the Qing Dynasty (1890), it bears historical memories spanning more than a century.

“You never know the grandeur of terraces until setting foot in Samaba’.

Spanning over 16,000 mu, the Samaba Rice Terraces in Honghe of Yunnan
consist of more than 4,300 layers, ranking as the world’s largest expanse of
contiguous terraced fields. Carved along mountain slopes, winding ridge lines
spiral upward in graceful undulations. With their unique linear beauty, they
perfectly blend age-old farming civilization with the landscape of heaven and
earth.

Nuo Gan Ancient Village, home mainly to the Dai people', has few commercial
facilities. Its centripetal architectural layout is well-arranged in layered
disorder, preserving an authentic, original way of life. The thousand-year-old
ancient cypresses in Wengji Ancient Village of the Blang people” are a precious
gift bestowed upon this land by nature, and silent witnesses to the long history
of Jingmai Mountain. Wandering through these age-old mountain villages, I
was greeted by the simple, sincere smiles of locals clad in traditional ethnic
costumes, as well as the profound ethnic culture and distinctive folk charm
embodied in the everyday hustle and bustle of village life.

At Leiyun Village, Nongdao Town of the Ruili City, I explored the remains
of the Leiyun Aircraft Factory from the Western Yunnan War of Resistance
against Japanese Aggression. Nestled deep within the Ruili Basin, this silent
spiritual monument quietly recounts those extraordinary years and bears
witness to a little-known chapter of China’s aviation industry history during

the Chinese People’s War of Resistance against Japanese Aggression.

The Nu River embodies the true grandeur of rivers, with its surging waters rush
endlessly onward, majestic, wild and shrouded in mystery. Whether wandering
along tree-lined riverside paths or lingering in mountain hamlets veiled in mist
and cloud, the beauty of the Nu River lies not only in nature’s extraordinary
craftsmanship, but also in the unique allure of the ethnic minorities who dwell
here and their time-honored cultures.

Following the borderlands of China’s southwestern frontier, I wandered
through the Shiwandashan Mountains in Guangxi, feasting my eyes on this
magnificent natural scroll. I strolled along the abandoned railway of Bise
Village, savoring the French-style allure and bygone elegance of a century ago.
At Jiegao Port in Ruili, I watched the Five-star Red Flag rise slowly into the
sky, captured the vivid hustle and bustle of everyday life in one local market
after another, and felt the profound cultural heritage and historical legacy
embodied in countless Buddhist temples and pagodas. Along the journey, I
exchanged peaceful greetings with senior monks at Jizu Mountain in Dali, and
sat chatting cheerfully on small stools with the tattooed elders of the Derung
people’. In border villages across the region, I experienced the diverse grace of
indigenous ethnic groups. Every inch of this land bears profound history and
rich culture. To travel here in person is to learn, to remember, and to carry on

the legacy.

1 The Dai people, an indigenous ethnic group mainly residing in Yunnan, China, renowned for their time-honoured farming culture, Buddhist traditions and distinctive folk customs.

2 The Blang people, an indigenous ethnic group mainly inhabiting the Jingmai Mountain area of Yunnan, China, renowned for their age-old tea cultivation heritage, ancient village

traditions and unique ethnic customs.

3 The Derung people, an indigenous ethnic group mainly residing in Yunnan, China, renowned for their unique facial tattoo tradition, ancient customs and distinctive ethnic culture.
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At G219 National Highway Memorial Plaza, our journey
begins along the world’s longest highway.
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At the center of the Mountain-Sea Connection Landmark
Square stands a 35-meter-high iconic sculpture. Its design
embodies the concept of “mountains and seas intertwined”.
The red symbolizes mountains while the blue stands for
the sea, signifying the convergence of China’s continental
coastline and land border here.
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Detian Waterfall is located in Daxin County, Chongzuo City, Guangxi. Spanning China and
Vietnam, it is the largest transnational waterfall in Asia.
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A glimpse of the Guangxi Shiwandashan Mountains.

Shaped by karst landforms, these rolling layered mountains take on distinctive forms.
Interwoven with farmlands, villages and rivers, they compose a harmonious landscape
where nature and humanity blend as one.
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Bisezhai, a small town in Yunnan that thrived because of the Yunnan-Vietnam Railway,
was once renowned across Southwest China as the “the Little Paris of the East”. The streets
that were once bustling with numerous commercial comprador hubs have now turned into
pedestrian streets for visitors.
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Bisezhai Railway Station shares the same name as the village. It was a filming location for the movie Youth. Tourists

dressed in Republic of China period girls' costumes come here to take photos.
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One of the very few steam locomotives remaining
nationwide stands quietly on the platform, as if recounting
the stories of history.



