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The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce
in the Sino-British Strategic Interaction: A Study
Centered on the Negotiations of the Mackay Treaty

Ao Guangxu, Quan Quan

Abstract: After the signing of the Boxer Protocol (also known as the
Treaty of Xin-Chou), in the eyes of foreign merchants, the barriers to Sino-
foreign trade still existed, and the follow-up negotiations became the focus for
all parties involved. The Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce, as an
important representative of Western merchants in China, actively participated
in the Sino-British commercial treaty negotiations. During the rise of the
Boxer Rebellion, the Chamber closely monitored the evolving situation
and proposed strategies for the British side. When James Lyle Mackay
was appointed to negotiate with the Chinese Qing dynasty, the Chamber
actively consolidated opinions from various parties and influenced the British
authorities in various ways to maximize the interests of Western merchants in
China. The direct interaction between the Chamber and Mackay profoundly
affected the content and outcome of the Mackay Treaty negotiations.

Keywords: Hong Kong General Chamber of Commerce; Mackay Treaty;
Tariff Reform and the Abolition of “Likin”
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