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A Retrospective and Prospectus on the Study of
Key Issues in Modern Hong Kong-Chinese

Mainland Relations

Rui Junyu

Abstract: British colonial rule over Hong Kong rendered its political and
legal systems relatively independent from Chinese Mainland. However, since
the Chinese community remained the dominant social group in Hong Kong,
the inherent connection between Hong Kong and Mainland China has never
been severed. This uniqueness has enabled Hong Kong to play a significant
role in the modern development of China, which has drawn considerable
scholarly attention. Previous research has become increasingly in-depth and
nuanced, employing diverse perspectives, expanding the use of British archival
materials and other underutilized sources, and incorporating oral history
studies. Further research in this field could begin with an examination of Hong
Kong society, integrating the study of South Chinal s regional history, and
adopting a bottom-up, inside-out approach for analysis.

Keywords: the history of Hong Kong; Canton-Hong Kong-Macao; Hong

Kong-Chinese Mainland relations
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