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Macao’s Higher Education Development
Over 25 Years Since Its Return:

Achievements, Challenges, and Prospects

Xu Changqing, Hou Zhuojun, Li Junyu,
Zhong Yingyan, Zeng Lingdong

Abstract: Over the past 25 years since its return, Macao s higher
education has undergone a path of transformation marked by inheritance and
innovation, with higher education governance emerging as a model of the
successful implementation of the "One Country, Two Systems" principle.
Remarkable achievements have been made in the field of higher education:
the rapid expansion of scale, continuous optimization of structure, enhanced
cooperation, the contribution of distinctive disciplines to Macao’s industrial
development, and the in-depth development of scientific and technological
innovation in Macao’s universities, While Macao’s higher education has
delivered an impressive performance, there are also notable issues that warrant
attention. Challenges persist in various areas, including the balance between
the scale and quality of higher education development, the alignment of
higher education structure with industrial structure, and the levels of talent
concentration and internationalization. Looking ahead, Macao’s higher
education needs to adapt to the demands of the new era by optimizing its
quality internally and seeking opportunities externally; nurturing, retaining, and
attracting talent to enhance international competitiveness; improving quality
to empower diversified economic development; strengthening education on

China’s national conditions; and actively integrating into the overall national
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development, particularly in serving the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area and national strategies.
Keywords: Macao; higher education; achievements; challenges;

prospects
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