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Rituals, institutions, and Culture: The Construction
and Innovative Practice of National Narrative at the
15th National Games

Yang Bo, Fan Hongwei, Zhang Xinping

Abstract: Taking the 15th National Gamesas a case, this paper explores
the innovative practices of large-scale sports events in the construction of
national narrative. From the perspectives of national rituals, institutional
coordination, and cultural integration, it analyzes how the National Games
strengthen national identity, showcase institutional advantages, and participate
in global sports governance through symbolic expression, regional governance,
and the integration of diverse cultures. The research finds that at the ritual
level, the National Games have transformed from a single showcase to an
interactive bridge through the activation of mass participation and collective
memory; at the institutional level, the three regions of Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macao have established a collaborative governance model of “national

leadership-three-region linkage” | effectively addressing the “institutional

B
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collaboration inertia” ; at the cultural level, the event, with the framework
of “diversity in unity” , promotes the construction of the Chinese nation
community through symbolic design, ritual sharing, and life-like scenarios.
Through multi-dimensional narrative integration, the National Games have
transformed a sports event into a Chinese solution for showcasing national
development achievements and participating in global governance, thus
gathering spiritual impetus for national rejuvenation.

Keywords: 15th National Games; national narrative; ritual; cultural

integration
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