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A Probe into the Concept of the Investigation Power
of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region

Sun Lin

Abstract: The power to summon the persons concerned to testify or
give evidence, that is the content of the Article 73 (10) of the Basic Law
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, has been considered as
the investigation power of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong for a long
time. However, Article 73 (10) just provides the power of summons for the
Legislative Council. Besides, the Legislative Council and its committees also
have the power to investigate by reviewing government documents, inviting
witnesses to testify or attending conferences and other means. Therefore, it
is necessary to make a new definition about the investigation power of the
Legislative Council of Hong Kong. The investigation power of the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong refers to the power of the Legislative Council and its
committees to collect information and find the truth by some means, when
it is necessary to perform their duties. For the differences of investigation
methods, the investigation power of the Legislative Council of Hong Kong

can be divided into the summon power of investigation and the general power
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of investigation. The Legislative Council and its committees must exercise
the investigation power in accordance with the conditions of purpose and
necessity, and the power is restricted by the executive privilege, the witness
rights and the political system.

Keywords: Legislative Council of Hong Kong; investigation power;

summon power of investigation; general power of investigation
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