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The Operation, Issues, and Improvement of the Hong

Kong Deputy Judge Appointment System

Guo Tianwu, Li Zheng

Abstract: The system of deputy judge in Hong Kong has not only
effectively addressed issues such as the judiciary’s manpower shortage and
lengthy hearing processes but also promoted deeper exchanges within the
Hong Kong legal community and established a large pool of candidates for
full-time judicial appointments. However, the appointment and removal of
deputy judges are not subject to the procedures stipulated in Articles 88 and
89 of the Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. This
appointment system, characterized by a lack of external oversight, relative
opacity, and considerable arbitrariness, contradicts the rigid procedural and
supervisory framework designed for judicial appointments under the Basic
Law and undermines the independence and authority of judicial adjudications
in Hong Kong courts. Therefore, it is recommended that the Legislative
Council of Hong Kong first address this issue through amendments, bringing
the system back in line with the framework established by Articles 88 and 89
of the Basic Law. On this basis, a reasonable external oversight mechanism
can be constructed to develop “characteristic” rules for the appointment and
removal of deputy judges, thereby preserving the essence of the deputy judge
appointment system,

Keywords: deputy judge; appointment system; judicial system; oversight
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