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Analysis of the Protection Objects of the Personal
Data (Privacy) Ordinance in Hong Kong

Cao Xudong, Sang Xu

Abstract: In the era of big data, along with the “assetization” of data,
the need to distinguish between data, personal information and privacy is
further highlighted.The analysis of the protection objects of the Personal
Data (Privacy) Ordinance is a fundamental prerequisite for Hong Kong’s
involvement in the protection and transfer of personal data in the era of big
data. This article examines the connotations and relationships of the concepts

of “information” | “data” | “personal data” | and “privacy” in the Ordinance.

It is found that there are no substantial differences in form and content
between “personal data” in Hong Kong law and “personal information” in
mainland China, but their extensions are not the same; Although Hong Kong
emphasizes “privacy” in the title and introduction of the Ordinance, it does
not belong to the “privacy” protection model; In addition, Hong Kong’s
legislation and judicial practice actually focus on regulating the “collection,
possession, processing, and use” of personal data.

Keywords: Personal data; Personal information; Privacy; Personal Data

(Privacy) Ordinance
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