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@O A2 A Lui, Tai-lok, “Still in command and control? Hong Kong’s headquarters
economy in the changing global and regional context” | Asia Pacific Business Review,
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Hong Kong as a Global City: Changes in Its Social
Structure and the Emerging Challenges

Tai-lok Lui, Haoxin Yu

Abstract: Global city research evolves around three key topics: a) the
location of cities in the world economy and a classification of these cities
into different tiers of global cities; b) the identification of the functions of
individual cities and an analysis how these cities are able to attain their

positions in the global urban hierarchy; and c) the social consequences of
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becoming global cities, especially issues concerning the conditions of the
migrants and the phenomenon of income polarization. Previous studies related
to the third topic focus on the question of social polarization, and few attempts
were made to examine a global city’s changing social structure. Drawing upon
statistical data of the 2021 Census, the authors try to analyse Hong Kong’s
social structure. Instead of focusing on the issue of polarization, they examine
the situation of the middle class and offer a depiction of broader structural
social changes.

Keywords: Global city; social structure; the middle class; non-local

professionals and managers; intensification of competition
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