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Further Study on the Evolutionary Development
of the Two systems twin cities between Hong Kong

and Shenzhen

Wang Jixian

Abstract: Hong Kong and Shenzhen successively appeared in the form of
some special administrative regions, forming two land-adjacent megalopolises
with completely different social, economic, and political systems. Regardless
of the process or consequences, it is a unique urban development spectacle in
the world. My monograph published in July 2023 provides a relatively detailed
analysis from a perspective of evolutionary economic geography, about how
the two cities interacted and evolved to form the spectacle they are today.
More importantly, the co-evolution of the megalopolises continues, together
with more interactions with the entire Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater
Bay Area (GBA) , where Hong Kong and Shenzhen are located and playing
key roles. To tap with this, this article will further reflect on and interpret
several core issues involved in my newly published work. One of the key
concepts is comparative environment (CE) . Noting that the co-evolution of
the two land-adjacent megalopolises first became complementary and depend
on each other, and recently have turned into different trajectories to the future,
I discuss the possible main causes for such a convergent-then-divergent trend.
I argue at the end, if the future development path could be planned, the role
differentiation between Hong Kong and Shenzhen probably the only way that
would benefit both, even if the contents of such differentiation may vary.

Keywords: Hong Kong; Shenzhen; Two systems twin cities;

differentiated development
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