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Classic Assimilation or Self-selection?

An Analysis of the Central-Local Political Trust among Highly
Educated Mainland Migrants in Hong Kong

Hua Zhong, Ka Wang Kelvin Lam, Gloria Yuxuan Gu

Abstract: Prior research on immigration has overlooked highly educated
migrants and their political incorporation into host societies. This study
applies both classic assimilation and self-selection theories to understand the
political trust of highly educated migrants from Mainland China in Hong
Kong, including their trust in both the local (host society) and central (home
society) governments. Drawing on a large-sample survey of highly educated
migrants in Hong Kong (n = 2884) | our analysis shows that the majority of
highly educated Mainland migrants place more trust in the central government
of Mainland China but also have relative trust in the local government of
Hong Kong. Our results show partial support for both theories: the political
trust of highly educated Mainland migrants in Hong Kong may be shaped
by both their pre-migration political attitudes and post-migration political
exposure.

Keywords: Classic assimilation; self-selection; political trust; highly

educated migrants; Mainland China; Hong Kong
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