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The Modernity of Macau
Li Xiyuan

Abstract: This paper aims to analyze the characteristics of modernity
formed in the Macao under its unique historical background and capitalist
development model. The development of capitalism in Macau centers around
the franchise system, which has been widely implemented in various industries
since the mid-19th century, shaping Macau’s distinct oligarchic economic
structure. Compared to the Western capitalist model, capital accumulation
in Macau primarily relies on the granting of franchises, with limited free
competition and significant market monopolies. Furthermore, the patron-client
relationship in Macau extend beyond the economic realm into social and
political domains, where associations play a crucial role in providing social
welfare and participating in political decision-making. The characteristics
of modernity in Macau are mainly manifested in patron-client capitalism
and the integration of modern elements into the traditional system, such
as the concentration of control over the economic market and the “quasi-
governmentalization” of associations. With the advent of the 21st century,
Macau is facing dual challenges of economic activity concentration and social
diversification, and its future development path remains uncertain.

Keywords: Macau; Modernity; Franchise System; Patron-client
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