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Textual Research on the “Epitaph of Bhikkhuni
Quan,” with a Side Discussion on the Buddhist
Affiliations of Quan Deyu (759-818) and His
Offspring

LIU Y1
Department of Chinese Language and Literature, The Chinese University of Hong Kong

Quan Tai #E#A (809-830), the biographical subject of the newly
discovered “epitaph of Bhikkhuni Quan” (“Biqiuni Quan shi muzhi” [t /8
MEIRELRE), was the second daughter of the famous Tang dynasty chancellor
Quan Deyu ME/ZEEL . The author of this epitaph is Quan Qu # 3, the eldest
son of Quan Deyu. Since Bhikkhuni Quan is not mentioned in any other extant
document, much about her life remains unclear. This paper examines the
epitaph, both its material and textual forms, and compares it with previously
discovered epitaphs and historical records. By doing so, it addresses issues
related to Quan Deyu’s lineal descent, the symptoms of Bhikkhuni Quan, the
relationship between Buddhist nuns and their biological families during the
Tang dynasty (618-907), and the Quan clan’s Buddhist ties.

Keywords: Quan Deyu, bhikkhuni in the Tang, hemiplegia, Buddhism
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