
Foreword

Preservation of Our History Through Hong Kong Chronicles
 
It is said that “A mighty tree grows from its roots just as a great river flows from its source.” 
As part of human civilisation and of Chinese tradition, we in Hong Kong have long aspired 
to trace our roots and preserve our history.
 
Since ancient times, our ancestors have lived and thrived on the land of Hong Kong, 
leaving behind traces of their lives and of an evolution spanning thousands of years. 
However, for over 200 years since the compilation of Xin’an County Local Chronicles in 
1819, no other Chinese local chronicles with reference to Hong Kong had been published. 
 
Yet, these two centuries were a significant period witnessing the remarkable growth of 
Hong Kong into a cosmopolitan city through the hard work and dedication of its people.  
During the same period, Hong Kong's unbroken bond and its shared future with the 
Mainland were manifest. The British occupation of Hong Kong since 1841 ushered in 150 
years of dramatic ups and downs. The return of Hong Kong in 1997 set the stage for a new 
era of rejuvenation alongside the motherland.
 
Hong Kong, frequently looked askance as a “borrowed place” on “borrowed time” in 
the past, has transformed since 1997 into a Special Administrative Region within the 
framework of “One Country, Two Systems.” We, the people of Hong Kong, should 
no longer see ourselves as transients but should strive to deepen our understanding 
and strengthen our ties with the Mainland. That way, we shall be able to take on the 
responsibility as masters of our own house and find the right direction toward building a 
brighter future. 

Local chronicles have the important functions of preserving history, providing reference 
for policymaking and educating the people. Through the compilation of local chronicles, 
it serves to seek out, preserve and promote the stories of people, their socio-economic 
development and way of life as well as political structure. It plays an important role of 
cultural significance in driving the future by reflecting on the past.
 
At Hong Kong Chronicles Institute, our goal is to compile a comprehensive record of 
Hong Kong’s past, with detailed materials on its natural environment, politics, economy, 
society, culture and people. We hope Hong Kong Chronicles as a book series will become 
an enduring body of information and a source of wisdom in support of Hong Kong’s 
continued development.

C. H. Tung
Vice Chairman, Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference

Chairman, Our Hong Kong Foundation

Chairman, Hong Kong Chronicles Institute



General Rules

1. As a Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China under the 
framework of “One Country, Two Systems,” Hong Kong has adopted a unique 
approach in compiling its first-ever series of local chronicles. Instead of being a 
government project as in the Mainland, Hong Kong Chronicles are initiated and 
compiled by Our Hong Kong Foundation, a non-profit organisation, with support 
from the Chinese Central Government and HKSAR Government, community-wide 
participation and academic authorship.

2. Hong Kong Chronicles are published as a comprehensive, systematic and objective 
historical record of social and natural developments in Hong Kong. While they are 
based on the tradition of historical Chinese local chronicles, innovative approaches to 
the content and format are used to highlight the unique characteristics of Hong Kong.

3. Hong Kong Chronicles cover a timeframe spanning from ancient times to 01 July 
2017. In certain volumes, historical events beyond 01 July 2017 are also included when 
it is necessary to present them in their entirety.

4. Geographically, Hong Kong Chronicles cover events in locations within the jurisdiction 
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region as of 01 July 1997. Those occurring 
outside of the territory are also covered if deemed relevant to Hong Kong.

5. The first book, Overview, gives an overall account of Hong Kong’s history, providing 
readers with an all-around impression of the structural cohesion underlying the 
different component parts of the book series. In subsequent books, prefaces and 
summaries serve to sustain the unity of the series.

6. The volume People does not include persons still living; names of people are listed in 
chronological order according to their dates of birth. Persons still living are included 
when relevant to specific events, with the emphasis being on the events themselves.   

7. The names of dynasties, institutions and places, names of people, titles and units of 
measurement are written in their original form and historical context. For events before 
1840, dates are indicated in both the Chinese Era and the Common Era; for events in 
1841 or after, dates are indicated in the Common Era only. 

8. Statistical data published in Hong Kong Chronicles come mainly from official sources 
released by the government of Hong Kong. 

9. For terms used repeatedly throughout the book series, abbreviations or short forms are 
provided when they first appear and are used exclusively thereafter. 

10. Sources of historical materials used in Hong Kong Chronicles are included in footnotes 
or in the bibliography section for easy reference.

11. Other matters to note in each book are listed in its “Publication Notes.” 
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Overview

Introduction

Hong Kong is located between latitude 22°08’ and 22°35’ North and longitude 113°49’ and 114°31’ East. It 
lies on the southern edge of China just outside the Pearl River estuary. Adjacent to Shenzhen of Guangdong 
Province, it is bounded by the Shenzhen River in the north and surrounded at its southern border by the vast 
South China Sea. 

Hong Kong consists of Hong Kong Island, Kowloon and the New Territories (including 262 outlying islands). 
Hong Kong has a total land area of 1,106.42 square kilometres, including 80.72 square kilometres on Hong 
Kong Island, 46.94 square kilometres in Kowloon and 978.76 square kilometres in the New Territories.

According to official statistics, Hong Kong has a population of about 7,391,700 as of mid-2017, including 
7,172,800 “usual” (permanent) residents and 218,900 “mobile” (temporary) residents. The vast majority are 
of Chinese descent and mostly of Cantonese ancestry; foreign nationals account for approximately 8% of the 
population. The overall population density is 6,830 per square kilometre. 

Prior to the Qin Dynasty, Hong Kong was inhabited by the Yue people, who were indigenous to the Lingnan 
region. The first emperor of a unified China, Qin Shi Huang ( 秦始皇 ), introduced an administrative system 
of prefectures and counties. In the 33rd year of his reign (214 B.C.), Qin Shi Huang conquered Lingnan and 
assumed control of the area, establishing the three prefectures of Nanhai, Guilin and Xiang, thus starting the 
jurisdiction of ensuing Chinese dynasties over Hong Kong. For more than 500 years during the Qin Dynasty, 
Han Dynasty, Three Kingdoms and early Eastern Jin Dynasty, Hong Kong was part of Panyu County (now 
Guangzhou). For more than 400 years (331 A.D.–756 A.D.) from the 6th year of Xianhe (咸和 ) of the Eastern  
Jin Dynasty to the 1st year of Zhide ( 至 德 ) of the Tang Dynasty, Hong Kong was part of Bao’an County. 
For more than 800 years (757 A.D.–1572 A.D.) from the 2nd year of Zhide to the periods of Five Dynasties, 
Song and Yuan until the 6th year of Emperor Longqing (隆慶 ) of the Ming Dynasty, Hong Kong was part of 
Dongguan County.

At one point during the reign of Emperor Jiajing (嘉靖 ) (1521–1567) of the Ming Dynasty, turmoil erupted 
in Nantou due to a famine and the looting of rice. Wu Zuo (吳祚 ), a member of the local gentry who took 
part in quelling the riots, suggested to Deputy Commander of Guangdong Coastal Defence Liu Wen ( 劉
穩 ) that a county should be established in the area. Many officials and village elites seconded the proposal, 
given that the region was over 100 li (approximately 30 miles) from the seat of Dongguan County and was 
frequently harassed by pirates. Liu Wen then referred the proposition to the governor of Guangdong. As a 
result, in the first year of the reign of Emperor Wanli ( 萬 曆 ) (1573), Xin’an County, with seat in Nantou,  
was established. It was believed that this land could “bring change by discarding the old and make peace by 
mitigating risks.” An area 56 miles to the north of southern coastline of Dongguan County, together with 
33,971 residents from 7,608 households, were allocated to the newly established Xin’an County by the 
authorities of Guangzhou. From the first year of the reign of Emperor Wanli (1573) of the Ming Dynasty to 
the 19th century prior to British colonisation, Hong Kong had been mostly under the jurisdiction of Xin’an 
County, Guangzhou. The exception was the period of county reincorporation from the fifth to the seventh year 
of the reign of the Qing Emperor Kangxi (康熙 ) (1666–1668). The jurisdiction of Xin’an County included 
both present-day Shenzhen and Hong Kong. 

Opinions vary as to the origin of the name “Hong Kong.” One account is that it was named after the sweetness 
of local spring water; another account suggests that it referred to the existence of agarwood in Hong Kong and 
the ensuing lucrative trade of incense wood. The earliest recorded use of the name “Hong Kong” is found in the 
historical document Yue daji, an official record of Guangdong written by Guo Fei (郭棐 ) in 1595 during the 
reign of Emperor Wanli (萬曆 ) of the Ming Dynasty. In this book, names for what we now know in English as 
Hong Kong, Stanley, Wong Nai Chung and Tsim Sha Tsui were included in the “Coastal Map of Guangdong,” 
with “Hong Kong” marked near today’s Aberdeen.
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Overview

1 Superior Geographic Location and  
Natural Environment

Sitting next to the Mainland of China in the north and between the Pacific Ocean and Indian Ocean, Hong 
Kong boasts significant geographic advantages. It has an easily accessible deep-water harbour and a world-class 
airport, making it a global shipping and aviation hub where numerous global sea lanes and air traffic routes 
converge.

Hong Kong features a rich and varied geological landscape. The current geological structure is the outcome 
of upward displacement of the earth’s crust presumably through volcanic activity and erosion over multiple 
geological ages. For its unique geological landform, Hong Kong Geopark was selected to be a member of the 
Global Geopark Network by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO).

Benefiting from a sub-tropical climate, as well as mountainous landscape and extensive coastline, Hong Kong 
is home to a rich variety of flora and fauna, with many endemic terrestrial animal species, such as Romer’s 
tree frog, Bogadek’s burrowing lizard, the Hong Kong Tusktail and Hong Kong Clubtail dragonflies. The 
best-known marine animals are the Indo-Pacific humpback dolphins, also called the Chinese white dolphin. 
Numerous country parks, marine parks, and other protected areas help preserve the biodiversity of Hong Kong. 

1.1 Geographic Location

Hong Kong’s Tuen Mun was once an important port along the ancient Maritime Silk Road. During the Tang 
Dynasty (618 A.D.–907 A.D.), a maritime trade commissioner was appointed in Guangzhou to handle relations 
with other countries and overseas trade. The maritime route was connected to Guangzhou on the east bank of 
the Pearl River estuary and included the waypoints of Fat Tong Mun, Kap Shui Mun, Tuen Mun, Nam Shan, 
Nantou and Humen. Castle Peak Bay in Tuen Mun was the largest deep-water port along the route serving local 
and foreign vessels, making it one of the more prominent ports on the ancient Maritime Silk Road.

In modern times, Hong Kong’s favourable geographic location is even more significant in support of rapid 
economic development. Today, Hong Kong is not only the most important port in southern China but also the 
centre of maritime transport in Asia. Hong Kong is a shipping hub centrally located along the sea routes linking 
Europe, Africa and South Asia to East Asia. It is also a transit point linking the Americas to Southeast Asia and 
South Asia, and a part of the route from Australia and New Zealand to East Asia. These factors play a large role 
in Hong Kong’s position as an important aviation hub regionally and internationally. As of the end of 2016, 
Hong Kong hosts more than 100 airlines providing over 1,100 daily flights to and from approximately 190 
airports worldwide.

1.2 Natural Environment

1.2.1 Climate
Hong Kong has a sub-tropical climate and is frequently affected by warm and humid maritime tropical air 
masses. As such, temperatures are relatively high throughout the year. In winter, the temperature falls due to 
cold, dry northerly winds, caused by continental anticyclones. Temperatures occasionally fall below freezing at 
higher altitudes, but rarely fall below 5°C at sea level.

Seasons in Hong Kong are generally distinct, with a humid and foggy spring, a hot and rainy summer, a short 
and breezy autumn, and a moderately cold winter. In March and April, it can be extremely humid, with reduced 
visibility from foggy and drizzly weather. From May to August, it is hot and humid with occasional showers and 
thunderstorms. In July, it is usually sunny for one to two weeks, and sometimes longer. The best weather comes 
in November and December, with a gentle breeze, plenty of sunshine and moderate temperature. In January and 
February, it is mostly cloudy, with occasional cold fronts sweeping through and bringing dry northerly winds.

The average annual rainfall varies considerably across Hong Kong—from about 1,400 millimetres in Tung Ping 
Chau to over 3,000 millimetres in the vicinity of Tai Mo Shan. About 80% of rainfall take place between May 
and September; June and August are usually the rainiest months while December and January are the driest.

Because of its climatic conditions, Hong Kong is affected by tropical cyclones of varying intensity from May to 
November, with typhoons being especially frequent between July and September. Hong Kong has experienced 
numerous occasions of severe natural disasters, usually typhoons and severe rainstorms, and has suffered from 
significant human casualties and economic losses as a result. The catastrophic typhoon of 1874 caused thousands 
of deaths and the loss of many ships, prompting the construction of typhoon shelters for boats and the founding 
of the Hong Kong Observatory. The typhoon of 1906 claimed tens of thousands of lives, left 1,319 people 
missing and 2,785 vessels damaged. The Great Typhoon of 1937 led to an estimated 11,000 deaths. In 1962, 
Typhoon Wanda caused 130 deaths, 53 missing and 46,000 homeless.

When a tropical cyclone approaches Hong Kong, heavy rain may last for days, often leading to landslides and 
floods. In 1925, rainstorms caused a serious landslide in Po Hing Fong, a high-class residential area at Mid-
Levels on Hong Kong Island, killing 75 people, mostly wealthy merchants from the Chinese community. On 11 
June 1966, another severe rainstorm and landslide killed 64 people, with 48 people missing and 6,183 people 
affected. The June 18 rainstorm in 1972 led to the most severe landslides in the history of colonial Hong Kong. 
The Hong Kong Observatory recorded a total rainfall measuring 652.3 millimetres from 16 to 18 June. This 
heavy rain caused 71 deaths in Sau Mau Ping of East Kowloon and 67 deaths on Po Shan Road at Mid-Levels 
on Hong Kong Island.

1.2.2 Topography, Geology and Landforms
Hong Kong consists of many islands and peninsulas and is marked by unique geological landforms and coastal 
areas, including sea cliffs, sea caves, sea arches, sea inlets, tombolos, wave-cut platforms, sea stacks, sea chasms, 
blowholes, etc. Hong Kong has a 1,180-km-long twisting coastline, forming a scenic landscape. Due to its hilly 
terrain, Hong Kong relies heavily on coastal areas for urban development; its coastal areas have been repeatedly 
extended through reclamation.

Like the southeast coastal areas of neighbouring Guangdong Province, the geological environment of Hong 
Kong is the result of violent movements of the earth’s crust and erosion over multiple geological ages. Hong 
Kong has steep and undulating mountains and hills. Tai Mo Shan, located in the central New Territories, is the 
tallest mountain, measuring 957 metres above sea level. The deepest seabed, located in Lo Chau Mun, north of 
Po Toi Island, is 66 metres below sea level.

Sedimentary rocks are the oldest outcrops, laid down by river sediments about 400 million years ago. The 
limestone (also known as marble) and siltstone in the central and western New Territories were formed from 
rocks and sediments accumulating in shallow seas between 350 million and 290 million years ago. Between 170 
and 140 million years ago, there were multiple violent volcanic eruptions, resulting in layers of volcanic ash. 
Volcanic activity ceased after a major eruption involving the High Island supervolcano located in the southeast. 
The supervolcano emerged due to uplift in the earth’s crust and soil erosion. Its top was in Sai Kung and its 
magma reservoir was beneath Kowloon and the northern part of Hong Kong Island. The younger rock strata on 
Tung Ping Chau were formed by sediments from a lake at the edge of a desert about 50 million years ago.
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Overview

For its unique geological landforms, Hong Kong National Geopark was established and became a member 
of the National Geoparks of China in 2009. In 2011, it became a member of the Global Geoparks Network 
and was renamed the Hong Kong Global Geopark of China. In 2015, it was renamed Hong Kong UNESCO 
Global Geopark.

Hong Kong Geopark comprises two interconnected regions: the Sai Kung Volcanic Rock Region and the 
Northeast New Territories Sedimentary Rock Region. The former consists of four geo-areas. The High Island 
Geo-Area and Ninepin Group Geo-Area have globally rare rhyolitic hexagonal rock columns. Up to 100 metres 
tall, these structures are far larger than the basalt rock columns of the Giant’s Causeway in Northern Ireland. The 
peculiar and majestic hexagonal columns along the coast of the Ung Kong Group Geo-Area are characterised 
by sea caves and sea arches, while the Sharp Island Geo-Area is marked by geological remains characteristic of 
craters.

The Northeast New Territories Sedimentary Rock Region consists of four geo-areas which form a beautiful 
landscape of significant scientific value. The Port Island–Bluff Head Geo-Area is home to the oldest sedimentary 
rocks in Hong Kong, dating back to the Devonian period (about 400 million years ago). The Tung Ping Chau 
Geo-Area is a famous rock-viewing scenic spot and has the youngest sedimentary rocks in Hong Kong, formed 
about 55 million years ago. The coast is made up of straticulate rocks, forming a unique geomorphologic 
landscape. Lai Chi Chong, located in the Tolo Channel Geo-Area, has very rare volcanic sedimentary rocks, 
displaying distinctive folds, faults and bedding structures, making it a great location for geological study. Ma 
Shi Chau is another notable site for ecological research. A geo-site from the Permian period, Ma Shi Chau has 
distinctive outcrops of colourful mudstone and siltstone, as well as rich geological structures, such as faults and 
folds.

Hong Kong has undergone significant changes in landform. Hong Kong Island, Lantau Island and other islands 
were once part of the mainland. During the Ice Age, the sea level was 120 metres lower than the current level, 
and the coastline was about 100 kilometres to the south of Hong Kong Island. By the end of the last Ice Age, 
about 11,000 years ago, the sea level began to rise rapidly, reaching its present height about 8,000 years ago. 
Many coastal areas were submerged due to rising seawater, leaving the mountain ridges above water, thereby 
forming Hong Kong Island, Lantau Island and other islands. These islands are separated from the mainland by 
only a strip of water, displaying similarity in form, structure and alignment with those on the mainland.

1.2.3 Flora and Fauna
Hong Kong, located at the northern edge of the Southeast Asian tropical plant distribution, shares similarities 
with Guangdong Province in flora species and structures. Though Hong Kong is a small place, it has 
approximately 3,300 vascular plant species, including 2,100 native species.

Forests account for about one-fifth of the land area of Hong Kong; they are important habitats for wildlife 
and help prevent water loss and soil erosion in catchment areas. Remnants of old forests can be found in deep 
ravines or behind traditional rural villages. These forests have been largely preserved due to the difficulty of 
access, abundant moisture in the area and the culture of preservation stemming from traditional feng shui. 

Feng shui woodlands are common in many villages across the New Territories, and although small in scale, they 
are dense and luxuriant. They are also the only remaining lowland evergreen broad-leaf woods in Hong Kong, 
often containing rare plant and animal species of great ecological value.

To protect native plants effectively, the Forests and Countryside Ordinance 2007 was enacted by the HKSAR 
government. It prohibits any acts of damage to the forests and plantations on government land, including 
the use of fire. In addition, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department (AFCD) has added to 
the number and diversity of plants by cultivating rare or endangered plant species in the countryside, such as 
Keteleeria fortune, Camellia crapnelliana and Camellia granthamiana. For conservation and education purposes, 

approximately 300 species of native plants, including rare and protected species, were planted in the Shing Mun 
Arboretum. In 2009, the Country Parks Plantation Enrichment Programme was introduced by the HKSAR 
government, replacing withering exotic tree species with native saplings to promote the healthy growth of forests 
and the diversity of flora and fauna species.

The unique climate and geographic environment have created habitats for a wide variety of animals. As of 2016, 
over 540 species of birds, 57 species of terrestrial mammals, 24 species of amphibians, 86 species of reptiles, 
236 species of butterflies, and 124 species of dragonflies have been observed in Hong Kong. Hong Kong has 
various endemic species, such as Romer’s tree frog, Bogadek’s burrowing lizard, and the Hong Kong Tusktail and 
Hong Kong Clubtail dragonflies, as well as endangered terrestrial species, including the three-striped box turtle, 
yellow-breasted bunting, short-legged toad, green turtle, and pangolin.

The Mai Po Marshes area is one of the major avian and nature conservations regions in Asia and an important 
stopover for migratory birds. The Mai Po Marshes and Inner Deep Bay areas have been designated as “Wetlands 
of International Importance” under the Ramsar Convention. These wetlands, an area of about 1,500 hectares, 
consisting of intertidal mudflats, fishponds, marshes, reedbeds and dwarf mangroves, provide a rich habitat 
for migratory and resident birds, particularly wading birds. There are about 400 species of birds in the area, 
including 50 globally threatened or endangered species, such as black-faced spoonbills, Baer’s pochards, 
Nordmann’s greenshanks and spoon-billed sandpipers. The traditional feng shui woodlands and secondary 
forests near old villages and temples are important habitats for many woodland birds, including various species 
of warblers, flycatchers, robins, thrushes, bulbuls and tits.

Before and during the Second World War, traces of tigers were found in Castle Peak near Tuen Mun, in Sha Tau 
Kok and in Sheung Shui, indicating that South China tigers resided in Hong Kong. These tigers disappeared 
from Hong Kong as urbanisation accelerated after the Second World War. Mammals, such as the Indian 
muntjac, and wild boars are common in the countryside, but other mammals, such as leopard cats, ferret 
badgers and masked palm civets, are rarely seen. Bats, including Himalayan leaf-nosed bats, Pomona roundleaf 
bats and Chinese rufous horseshoe bats, often live in caves and water diversion tunnels. Rare animal species, 
such as the Eurasian otter, crab-eating mongoose and pangolins, are also occasionally found.

There are over 100 species of amphibians and reptiles in Hong Kong. Of the 24 species of amphibians, Hong 
Kong cascade frogs, Hong Kong newts and Romer’s tree frogs are protected under the Wild Animals Protection 
Ordinance. Romer’s tree frogs, as small as a thumb, are the smallest amphibians in Hong Kong. Most of the 52 
species of snakes in Hong Kong are non-venomous, and reports of venomous snake bites are rare. Among the 
10 native species of turtles found in Hong Kong, green sea turtles are of conservation value because it is the only 
species of sea turtle that breeds locally.

Fresh water from the Pearl River flows into waters west of Hong Kong, while water on the east is largely 
unaffected by the Pearl River. This special hydrographic condition provides a suitable eco-environment for a 
wide variety of marine life. Hong Kong waters are home to many species of fish, crustaceans, molluscs and other 
marine life; at least 150 species are of fishery significance. The red sea bream is common in eastern waters as 
schools of snapper fry are abundant along the shore of Mirs Bay in early spring. Hong Kong waters are also close 
to the northern boundary of stony coral reefs and are home to 84 stony coral species, hence a diverse mix by 
international standards.

Two marine mammal species, namely the Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (commonly known as the Chinese 
white dolphin) and the finless porpoise, can be seen in Hong Kong throughout the year. Chinese white dolphins 
prefer the estuarine environment in the west of Hong Kong, while finless porpoises live predominantly in 
oceanic waters to the east and south.
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Publication Notes

I. This volume consists of the first two books, namely Overview and Chronology of Hong Kong Chronicles 
and is compiled mostly in chronological order and occasionally by events.

II. This volume mainly focuses on natural, political, economic, cultural and social events occurring in Hong 
Kong within the specified timeframe. Events which take place outside of Hong Kong but have historic 
significance are also introduced.

III. The Gregorian calendar is adopted for the chronological system of this book. “B.C.” is used to indicate the 
years before the common era. “A.D.” is used to indicate the years of the common era and is omitted in all 
four-digital years. Chinese dynasties and regnal years are included to indicate periods of Chinese imperial 
rule. 

IV. The day, month and year of each historical event are included when specific dates are identified; events 
without an identifiable date are placed at the end of the month or year of occurrence.

V. When the ancient and modern names of places are the same, modern names are not repeated. Conversely, 
where the ancient and modern names of places are different, their modern names are listed.

VI. Chinese translation of foreign names, including names of persons, official institutions and titles, regulations 
and documents, foreign-funded institutions and foreign organisations, books and periodicals can be found 
in the Glossary. 

VII. Names and official titles of institutions and organisations are presented in full form initially and are 
abbreviated thereafter.

VIII. Historical events are mainly based on primary sources with a small number deriving from verified research 
work. While sources are not indicated individually, key references are provided.
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5000 B.C.–4000 B.C. (New Stone Age, or Neolithic)

Traces of human activity in Hong Kong from this period have been found, indicating clusters of very early 
inhabitants in the coastal areas of present-day Lung Kwu Chau in Tuen Mun, Chung Hom Wan on Hong Kong 
Island and Tai Wan on Lamma Island. Inhabitation was likely on a seasonal and migratory basis. Usually crafted from 
a type of stone known as flint, tools for daily use included adzes, choppers, spatulas and bone tools. Life was sustained 
by foraging, fishing and hunting. Clothing was made from bark cloth. Coloured and white pottery were used in 
ceremonial rituals; cooking utensils were made from less-fine clay mixed with sand. Remains of round- and square-
shaped houses from this period have been found on a sandbank near Tai Wan on Lamma Island. (Figure 001)

4000 B.C.–3000 B.C. (New Stone Age)

Large stone houses were built during this period. Sites in Hong Kong indicating early settlement included the coastal 
areas of Kwo Lo Wan in Chek Lap Kok, Tung Wan on Lantau Island and Lung Kwu Chau in Tuen Mun. Round-
bottom pottery utensils were characterised by the etching of a stylised phoenix engraved at the mouth rim. Flint tools, 
made from flakes chipped from a larger stone with ground stone tools, including adzes, demonstrated a developed 
state of craftsmanship involving both stone and woodwork. The use of large stone sinkers indicated relatively advanced 
fishing techniques. 

3000 B.C.–2000 B.C. (New Stone Age)

During this period, humans settled in relatively large clusters in the coastal areas of Hong Kong. Clan cemeteries 
also appeared at Sha Ha in Sai Kung and Yung Long in Tuen Mun. People continued to survive by foraging, fishing 
and hunting. Bark clothing was replaced with textiles spun and woven using spinning wheels. While round-bottomed 
pottery pots remained, cooking techniques were improved with the use of fire grates. Jade replaced earthenware vessels 
as objects of religious significance. Flint tools, such as adzes and cutting blades, as well as arrowheads and large axes 
dating back to the Yangtze River Valley culture, have also been found.  (Figure 002)

2000 B.C.–1000 B.C. (New Stone Age to Bronze Age)

Evidence that Hong Kong had entered the early Bronze Age post-1500 B.C. can be seen at Pa Tau Kwu and Pak 
Mong on Lantau Island, Tung Wan Tsai in Ma Wan and Tai Wan on Lamma Island. The pattern of houses from this 
period at Pa Tau Kwu suggests settlements moving from sand dunes to headlands before moving to highlands as a form 
of defence. Relics include dagger-axes, spears and arrowheads. In the graveyards at Tung Wan Tsai and Tai Wan were 
more than 30 tombs with grave goods, including thin-body penannular ornaments and collared bracelets characteristic 
of the Shang Dynasty. The production, form and pattern of jade daggers and blades of this period were also influenced 
by the Shang Dynasty and Erlitou culture. (Figure 003)

1000 B.C.–221 B.C. (Bronze Age to Iron Age)

During this period, Hong Kong is known for the use and production of bronze to make dagger-axes, swords, spears, 
axes, knives, arrowheads and fishing hooks. Stone moulds and traces of advanced bronzeware casting have been found 
in the areas of Kwo Lo Wan in Chek Lap Kok, So Kwun Wat in Tuen Mun and Sha Lo Wan on Lantau Island. The 
early inhabitants of Pak Mong on Lantau Island used advanced winch-like rotary mechanisms in the mass production 
of ornaments, including crystal and quartz penannular rings. 

214 B.C. (33rd year of the reign of Qin Shi Huang [ 秦始皇 ] of the Qin Dynasty)

The prefectures of Nanhai, Guilin and Xiang were formed by Qin Shi Huang (秦始皇 ) after his victory in Lingnan.  
The Nanhai Prefectural office was located in Panyu. Hong Kong was placed under the jurisdiction of Panyu County 
(present-day Guangzhou) in Nanhai Prefecture.

204 B.C. (3rd year of Emperor Gaozu [ 高祖 ] of the Western Han Dynasty)

The County Magistrate of Longchuan County, Zhao Tuo (趙佗 ), succeeded the Commander of the Nanhai Prefecture,  
Ren Xiao (任囂 ), who died in 206 B.C. Zhao mobilised his troops and consolidated the prefectures of Nanhai, Guilin 
and Xiang. He then declared himself Martial King of the newly founded Kingdom of Nanyue with its capital in Panyu. 
Hong Kong came under the jurisdiction of Panyu County for 93 years.

111 B.C. (6th year of Yuanding [ 元鼎 ] of the Western Han Dynasty)

The Nanyue Kingdom was defeated by General Lu Bode (路博德 ) and Admiral Yang Pu (楊僕 ) known by their 
official titles of fubo jiangjun and louchuan jiangjun, respectively, under Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty (漢武帝 ).  
Nine prefectures, namely Nanhai, Cangwu, Hepu, Yulin, Jiaozhi, Jiuzhen, Rinan, Zhuya and Dan’er, were placed 
under a provincial administration. Hong Kong became part of Panyu County of Nanhai Prefecture. 

Post-111 B.C. (6th year of Yuanding of the Western Han Dynasty)

Salt farms in the Hong Kong area were placed under the jurisdiction of the Panyu Bureau of Salt Affairs, an office 
established by the Han government after defeating the House of Zhao of Nanyue. A nationwide monopoly on salt and 
iron had been implemented nationwide since the 4th year of Yuanshou (元狩 ) of the Han Dynasty (119 B.C.).

206 B.C.–8 A.D. (The Western Han Dynasty)

Relics of stamped hard-paste porcelain vases, three-legged jars, boxes, and tools such as iron shovels and hoes, 
possibly from the Nanyue Kingdom, were found at the site of Pak Mong on Lantau Island. These give some indication 
of the cultural development of Hong Kong between the Nanyue and Western Han periods.

25 A.D.–220 A.D. (The Eastern Han Dynasty)

Hong Kong remained under the administration of Panyu County of Nanhai Prefecture. The phrases “Peace to Panyu” 
and “Fortune to Panyu” were inscribed on the bricks of Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb in Kowloon. (Figures 004 and 005)

Figure 001 
A painted pottery basin of the Neolithic period, 
featuring an incised pattern and perforated ring-foot, 
excavated from a site at Chung Hom Wan in Stanley. 
(Photo courtesy of Antiquities and Monuments Office)

Figure 002 
A slotted stone ring of the Neolithic period 
excavated from a site at Yung Long in Tuen Mun. 
(Photo courtesy of Antiquities and Monuments 
Office)

Figure 003 
A yazhang  blade of the Bronze Age 
excavated from a site at Tai Wan on 
Lamma Island. (Photo courtesy of 
Antiquities and Monuments Office)

Figure 004 
Inside the Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb—built in the 
Eastern Han Dynasty. (Photo courtesy of HKSAR 
Government)

Figure 005 
The inscription “Daji Panyu” (Great fortune to 
Panyu) on the brick wall of Lei Cheng Uk Han 
Tomb—indicating the jurisdiction of Panyu 
County over Hong Kong during the Han Dynasty. 
(Illustration by Hong Kong Chronicles Institute; 
photo courtesy of Hong Kong Museum of History)
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