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When we hear the term “Dunhuang”, we think spontaneous|y
of the collectionz of Buddhist and Danist scriptural manuscripts or
the magnificent cave muralz of the Buddhist Pure Land paradise. This
new book of images gathered by Duan Peng for his doctorate and now
publizhed in the context of a major project led by Tam Wai Lun reminds
us that Dacizm iz also present in Dunhuang, not just by ite scriptures but
alzo in tomb bricks, cave muralz, and late imperial local Daoizt temples
and rituals.

The selection of materials beginz with tomb bricks from the Wei-
Jin period: images of mythical or symboelic animals that constitute
already a mix of Indian and Chinese elements, the four heraldic animals
{3-5) and a three-footed crow (21}, for example, but also an elephant
{6). From the Morthemn Liang there iz a miniature stone pagoda graced
by Morthern Dipper and eight trigrams (25). Among the most fascinating
images are those of otherwize clearly Buddhist caves of the Western
Wei but in which are alzo found, on the ceiling, painted images of a
pantheon rich in native elements: Xiwangmu driving her phoenix chariot
(33}, Leigong surrounded by drums (46), Fengbo and Yushi (37), Fuxi
and Miiwa (41). From the Northern Zhou there iz a painted bas-relief
image identified as a “feathered person” (51), that is, a Daoist immortal.

The late imperial caves are characterized by clay statues of the
gods of the Chineze pantheon: Wenchang and Yaowang (63}, the Great
Emperors of the Five Peaks (65}, the ten gods of hell (66-67). Among
the most interesting images are specifically Daoist gods like Doumu
(68), Thenwu (681, Manji xianwang (¥4), Wusheng laomu (75), Wang
Lingguan (7&, 111}, the Leigong/Dianmu couple (81), Taishang lacjun
(B3, 95), the Four Marzhals Yue, Zhao, Ma, and Wen (88} flanking
Zhenwu (89), Heavenly Master Zhang (96; cf. 122, zeated on a tiger),
and Lii Dongbin (116

There are also inscriptions and texts of considerable interest,
notably of Daoist Offerings and pilgrimages done on the Buddha's
birthday: a placard for a Lingbao Daoist Offering done in the year 1889
(108); in the year 1775, a Daoist monk from Wudangzhan's inscription
commemerating his pilgrimage (1101; a text that records an Offering
done by a “disciple who carries on the teaching” from the year 1837
{119); a beautiful drawing for an Offering performed by a Wudang

0



Aszsociation in 1736 (125). There is also a complete photographic
account of the famous Sanginggong (140-162) and itz resident priest,
Wang Yuanlu (134). One of the most interesting murals in thiz temple
depicts “the single breath of Laozi transforming into the Three Pure
Omnes™ (162-153).

If all of the above items are from the Mogao Caves, there is alzo
an extended section on the Yulin Caves. Particularly remarkable iz a
long, low rectangular cave presided over by Leisheng puhua tianzun
(218), with statues of Fengho (221} and Yushi (223), Dianmu {225), and
Leigong (227). A similarly zhaped cave, much more richly decorated,
is focuzed on the Medicine King Sun Simiao (238). S5ome of these
caves also contain inscriptions by Daoists recorded on the Buddha's
birthday, with one dated 1790 (240). A whole zeries of very lively
paintings illustrate stories from the Quanzhen tradition (242-277). Manji
xiamweng is alzo depicted (26).

Also deserving of mention is a series of unfortunately fragmented
Ming dynasty drawings of the Daoist pantheon taken from one of the
Eastern Thousand Buddha Caves {(331-335). From the same caves there
are statwes of a Daocist Marshal (345) and Wang Lingguan (346) as
well as of the Three Officers (355). Finally, there are the temples to the
Queen Mother {374-383) and Laojun (385-386) in Mogutai.

This brief overview gives but a glimpse of the wealth of
information about local religion in the Chinese Far West over a period
of nearly two thousand years. It above all reminds us that, even in
predominantly Buddhist regions, Daoism had a presence that shows
ite cloge links, locally, to national traditions. We owe Duan Peng a
debt of gratitude for gathering all thiz wide-flung and little studied
documentation into a zingle book, to Tam Wai Lun for supporting this
research, and to Wong Tai Sin for sponzoring its publication.

John Lagerwey
July 26, 2021, in Mauren, Switzerland
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